
2017-2018 Georgia Peach Teen Awards Nominees 

These will be used for the 2018 Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl.  

 

1. All American Boys by Jason Reynolds and Kiely Brendan 

 

Rashad is absent again today. 

 

That’s the sidewalk graffiti that started it all… 

 

Well, no, actually, a lady tripping over Rashad at the store, making him drop a bag of chips, was 

what started it all. Because it didn’t matter what Rashad said next—that it was an accident, that 

he wasn’t stealing—the cop just kept pounding him. Over and over, pummeling him into the 

pavement. So then Rashad, an ROTC kid with mad art skills, was absent again…and again…stuck 

in a hospital room. Why? Because it looked like he was stealing. And he was a black kid in baggy 

clothes. So he must have been stealing. 

 

And that’s how it started. 

 

And that’s what Quinn, a white kid, saw. He saw his best friend’s older brother beating the 

daylights out of a classmate. At first Quinn doesn’t tell a soul…He’s not even sure he 

understands it. And does it matter? The whole thing was caught on camera, anyway. But when 

the school—and nation—start to divide on what happens, blame spreads like wildfire fed by 

ugly words like “racism” and “police brutality.” Quinn realizes he’s got to understand it, 

because, bystander or not, he’s a part of history. He just has to figure out what side of history 

that will be. 

 

Rashad and Quinn—one black, one white, both American—face the unspeakable truth that 

racism and prejudice didn’t die after the civil rights movement. There’s a future at stake, a 

future where no one else will have to be absent because of police brutality. They just have to 

risk everything to change the world. 

 

Cuz that’s how it can end.  

 

 

2. The Anatomical Shape of a Heart by Jen Bennett 

 

Beatrix Adams knows exactly how she’s spending the summer before her senior year. 

Determined to follow in Da Vinci’s footsteps, she’s ready to tackle the one thing that will give 

her an advantage in a museum-sponsored scholarship contest: drawing actual cadavers. But 

when she tries to sneak her way into the hospital’s Willed Body program and misses the last 

metro train home, she meets a boy who turns her summer plans upside down. 

 



Jack is charming, wildly attractive, and possibly one of San Francisco’s most notorious graffiti 

artists. On midnight buses and city rooftops, Beatrix begins to see who Jack really is—and tries 

to uncover what he’s hiding that leaves him so wounded. But will these secrets come back to 

haunt him? Or will the skeletons in her family’s closet tear them apart?  

 

 

3. Code of Honor by Alan Gratz 

 

Live by the code. Die by the code? 

 

Kamran Smith has it all. He’s the star of the football team, dates the most popular girl, and can’t 

wait to enlist in the army like his big brother, Darius. Although Kamran’s mother is from Iran, 

Kamran has always felt 100% American. Accepted. 

 

And then everything implodes. 

 

Darius is accused of being a terrorist. Kamran refuses to believe it. But Darius has been filmed 

making threats against his country, hinting at an upcoming deadly attack. Suddenly, everyone in 

Kamran’s life turns against him and his family. 

 

Kamran knows it’s up to him to clear his brother’s name. In a race against time, Kamran must 

piece together a series of clues and codes that will lead him to Darius—and the truth. 

 

But is it a truth Kamran is ready to face? And is he putting his own life at risk? 

 

Acclaimed author Alan Gratz (Prisoner B-3087) takes readers on a heart-pounding, nonstop 

adventure through underground intelligence bunkers and dangerous terrorist cells, weaving a 

gripping tale about the War on Terror—and the bond between brothers. 

 

4. Dan vs. Nature by Don Calame 

Dan Weekes has two dreams in life: to become a famous graphic novelist and to one day muster 

the courage to ask Erin Reilly out on a date. Dan’s mom, however, has just one goal: to date 

every man in the state of California until she finally finds her Prince Charming. 

 

When Dan comes home to find a Hugh Jackman look-alike in his kitchen, he’s prepared to write 

off this mountain-man-slash-dentist as another soon-to-be-ex. But then his mom drops a bomb: 

she and Hugh—er, Hank—are engaged, and she’s sending her “two favorite men” on a 

survivalist camping trip in the wilds of Idaho to “bond.” 

 

But Dan knows that it’s only a matter of time till Hank shows his true—flawed—colors, so 

together with his nerdy, germophobe best friend, Charlie, Dan launches Operation Torment 

Crusade—a series of increasingly gross and embarrassing pranks they’ll pull on Hank until he 

breaks like a twig. But the boys didn’t count on a hot girl joining their trip or a man-hungry bear 



stalking their every move. How can Dan possibly scare off Hank when his very survival now 

depends on him? 

5. The Darkest Corners by Kara Thomas 

 

The Darkest Corners is a psychological thriller about the lies little girls tell, and the deadly truths 

those lies become. 

 

There are ghosts around every corner in Fayette, Pennsylvania. Tessa left when she was nine 

and has been trying ever since not to think about it after what happened there that last 

summer. Memories of things so dark will burn themselves into your mind if you let them. 

 

Callie never left. She moved to another house, so she doesn’t have to walk those same halls, but 

then Callie always was the stronger one. She can handle staring into the faces of her demons—

and if she parties hard enough, maybe one day they’ll disappear for good. 

 

Tessa and Callie have never talked about what they saw that night. After the trial, Callie drifted 

and Tessa moved, and childhood friends just have a way of losing touch. 

 

But ever since she left, Tessa has had questions. Things have never quite added up. And now she 

has to go back to Fayette—to Wyatt Stokes, sitting on death row; to Lori Cawley, Callie’s dead 

cousin; and to the one other person who may be hiding the truth. 

 

Only the closer Tessa gets to the truth, the closer she gets to a killer—and this time, it won’t be 

so easy to run away.  

 

6. Dumplin’ by Julie Murphy 

 

Self-proclaimed fat girl Willowdean Dickson (dubbed “Dumplin’” by her former beauty queen 

mom) has always been at home in her own skin. Her thoughts on having the ultimate bikini 

body? Put a bikini on your body. With her all-American beauty best friend, Ellen, by her side, 

things have always worked…until Will takes a job at Harpy’s, the local fast-food joint. There she 

meets Private School Bo, a hot former jock. Will isn’t surprised to find herself attracted to Bo. 

But she is surprised when he seems to like her back. 

 

Instead of finding new heights of self-assurance in her relationship with Bo, Will starts to doubt 

herself. So she sets out to take back her confidence by doing the most horrifying thing she can 

imagine: entering the Miss Clover City beauty pageant—along with several other unlikely 

candidates—to show the world that she deserves to be up there as much as any twiggy girl 

does. Along the way, she’ll shock the hell out of Clover City—and maybe herself most of all. 

 

With starry Texas nights, red candy suckers, Dolly Parton songs, and a wildly unforgettable 

heroine—Dumplin’ is guaranteed to steal your heart. 

 

7. The First Time She Drowned by Kerry Kletter 



Cassie O’Malley has been trying to keep her head above water—literally and metaphorically—

since birth. It’s been two and a half years since Cassie’s mother dumped her in a mental 

institution against her will, and now, at eighteen, Cassie is finally able to reclaim her life and 

enter the world on her own terms. 

 

But freedom is a poor match against a lifetime of psychological damage. As Cassie plumbs the 

depths of her new surroundings, the startling truths she uncovers about her own family 

narrative make it impossible to cut the tethers of a tumultuous past. And when the unhealthy 

mother-daughter relationship that defined Cassie’s childhood and adolescence threatens to pull 

her under once again, Cassie must decide: whose version of history is real? And more important, 

whose life must she save? 

 

A bold, literary story about the fragile complexities of mothers and daughters and learning to 

love oneself, The First Time She Drowned reminds us that we must dive deep into our pasts if we 

are ever to move forward 

8. Girl in Pieces: A Novel by Kathleen Glasgow 

 

Charlotte Davis is in pieces. At seventeen she’s already lost more than most people lose in a 

lifetime. But she’s learned how to forget. The broken glass washes away the sorrow until there 

is nothing but calm. You don’t have to think about your father and the river. Your best friend, 

who is gone forever. Or your mother, who has nothing left to give you. 

 

Every new scar hardens Charlie’s heart just a little more, yet it still hurts so much. It hurts 

enough to not care anymore, which is sometimes what has to happen before you can find your 

way back from the edge.  

 

9. Girl Mans Up by M-E Girard 

 

All Pen wants is to be the kind of girl she’s always been. So why does everyone have a problem 

with it? They think the way she looks and acts means she’s trying to be a boy—that she should 

quit trying to be something she’s not. If she dresses like a girl, and does what her folks want, it 

will show respect. If she takes orders and does what her friend Colby wants, it will show her 

loyalty. But respect and loyalty, Pen discovers, are empty words. Old-world parents, 

disintegrating friendships, and strong feelings for other girls drive Pen to see the truth--that in 

order to be who she truly wants to be, she’ll have to man up. 

 

10. Holding Smoke by Elle Cosimano 

John "Smoke" Conlan is serving time for two murders but he wasn't the one who murdered his 

English teacher, and he never intended to kill the only other witness to the crime. A dangerous 

juvenile rehabilitation center in Denver, Colorado, known as the Y, is Smoke's new home and the 

only one he believes he deserves. 

 

But, unlike his fellow inmates, Smoke is not in constant imprisonment. After a near death 



experience leaves him with the ability to shed his physical body at will, Smoke is able to travel 

freely outside the concrete walls of the Y, gathering information for himself and his fellow 

inmates while they're asleep in their beds. Convinced his future is only as bright as the 

fluorescent lights in his cell, Smoke doesn't care that the "threads" that bind his soul to his body 

are wearing thin-that one day he may not make it back in time. That is, until he meets Pink, a 

tough, resourceful girl who is sees him for who he truly is and wants to help him clear his name.  

 

Now Smoke is on a journey to redemption he never thought possible. With Pink's help, Smoke 

may be able to reveal the true killer, but the closer they get to the truth, the more deadly their 

search becomes. The web of lies, deceit, and corruption that put Smoke behind bars is more 

tangled than they could have ever imagined. With both of their lives on the line, Smoke will have 

to decide how much he's willing to risk, and if he can envision a future worth fighting for.  

11. Illuminae by Amie Kaufman 

This morning, Kady thought breaking up with Ezra was the hardest thing she’d have to do. This 

afternoon, her planet was invaded. 

 

The year is 2575, and two rival megacorporations are at war over a planet that’s little more than 

an ice-covered speck at the edge of the universe. Too bad nobody thought to warn the people 

living on it. With enemy fire raining down on them, Kady and Ezra—who are barely even talking 

to each other—are forced to fight their way onto an evacuating fleet, with an enemy warship in 

hot pursuit. 

 

But their problems are just getting started. A deadly plague has broken out and is mutating, with 

terrifying results; the fleet's AI, which should be protecting them, may actually be their enemy; 

and nobody in charge will say what’s really going on. As Kady hacks into a tangled web of data to 

find the truth, it's clear only one person can help her bring it all to light: the ex-boyfriend 

she swore she'd never speak to again. 

 

BRIEFING NOTE: Told through a fascinating dossier of hacked documents—including emails, 

schematics, military files, IMs, medical reports, interviews, and more—Illuminae is the first book 

in a heart-stopping, high-octane trilogy about lives interrupted, the price of truth, and the 

courage of everyday heroes. 

12. Labyrinth Lost by Zoraida Cordova 

 

"Enchanting and complex. Every page is filled with magic." —Danielle Paige, New York Times 

best-selling author of Dorothy Must Die 

 

Nothing says Happy Birthday like summoning the spirits of your dead relatives. 

 

Alex is a bruja, the most powerful witch in a generation...and she hates magic. At her Deathday 

celebration, Alex performs a spell to rid herself of her power. But it backfires. Her whole family 

vanishes into thin air, leaving her alone with Nova, a brujo boy she can't trust. A boy whose 

intentions are as dark as the strange marks on his skin. 



 

The only way to get her family back is to travel with Nova to Los Lagos, a land in-between, as 

dark as Limbo and as strange as Wonderland...  

 

13. My Lady Jane by Cynthia Hand and Brodi Ashton 

The comical, fantastical, romantical, (not) entirely true story of Lady Jane Grey. In My Lady Jane, 

coauthors Cynthia Hand, Brodi Ashton, and Jodi Meadows have created a one-of-a-kind fantasy 

in the tradition of The Princess Bride, featuring a reluctant king, an even more reluctant queen, a 

noble steed, and only a passing resemblance to actual history—because sometimes history 

needs a little help. 

 

At sixteen, Lady Jane Grey is about to be married off to a stranger and caught up in a conspiracy 

to rob her cousin, King Edward, of his throne. But those trifling problems aren’t for Jane to 

worry about. Jane is about to become the Queen of England. 

14. Scarlett Epstein Hates it Here by Anna Breslaw 

Meet Scarlett Epstein, BNF (Big Name Fan) in her online community of fanfiction writers, world-

class nobody at Melville High. Her best (read: only) IRL friends are Avery, a painfully shy and 

annoyingly attractive bookworm, and Ruth, her weed-smoking, possibly insane seventy-three-

year-old neighbor. 

 

When Scarlett’s beloved TV show is canceled and her longtime crush, Gideon, is sucked out of 

her orbit and into the dark and distant world of Populars, Scarlett turns to the fanfic message 

boards for comfort. This time, though, her subjects aren’t the swoon-worthy stars of her fave 

series—they’re the real-life kids from her high school. And if they ever find out what Scarlett 

truly thinks about them, she’ll be thrust into a situation far more dramatic than anything she’s 

ever seen on TV… 

15. Six of Crows by Leigh Bardugo 

Criminal prodigy Kaz Brekker has been offered wealth beyond his wildest dreams. But to claim it, 

he'll have to pull off a seemingly impossible heist: 

 

Break into the notorious Ice Court 

(a military stronghold that has never been breached) 

 

Retrieve a hostage 

(who could unleash magical havoc on the world) 

 

Survive long enough to collect his reward 

(and spend it) 

 

Kaz needs a crew desperate enough to take on this suicide mission and dangerous enough to get 

the job done - and he knows exactly who: six of the deadliest outcasts the city has to offer. 

Together, they just might be unstoppable - if they don't kill each other first. 



16. This Savage Song; A Monsters of Verity Novel by Victoria Schwab 

There’s no such thing as safe in a city at war, a city overrun with monsters. In this dark urban 

fantasy from author Victoria Schwab, a young woman and a young man must choose whether to 

become heroes or villains—and friends or enemies—with the future of their home at stake. The 

first of two books. 

 

Kate Harker and August Flynn are the heirs to a divided city—a city where the violence has 

begun to breed actual monsters. All Kate wants is to be as ruthless as her father, who lets the 

monsters roam free and makes the humans pay for his protection. All August wants is to be 

human, as good-hearted as his own father, to play a bigger role in protecting the innocent—but 

he’s one of the monsters. One who can steal a soul with a simple strain of music. When the 

chance arises to keep an eye on Kate, who’s just been kicked out of her sixth boarding school 

and returned home, August jumps at it. But Kate discovers August’s secret, and after a failed 

assassination attempt the pair must flee for their lives.  

17. True Letters from a Fictional Life by Kenneth Logan 

If you asked anyone in his small Vermont town, they’d tell you the facts: James Liddell, star 

athlete, decent student and sort-of boyfriend to cute, peppy Theresa, is a happy, funny, carefree 

guy. 

 

But whenever James sits down at his desk to write, he tells a different story. As he fills his 

drawers with letters to the people in his world—letters he never intends to send—he spills the 

truth: he’s trying hard, but he just isn’t into Theresa. It’s a boy who lingers in his thoughts. 

 

He feels trapped by his parents, his teammates, and the lies they’ve helped him tell, and he has 

no idea how to escape. Is he destined to live a life of fiction?  

18. We Are the Ants by Shaun David Hutchinson 

There are a few things Henry Denton knows, and a few things he doesn’t. 

 

Henry knows that his mom is struggling to keep the family together, and coping by chain-

smoking cigarettes. He knows that his older brother is a college dropout with a pregnant 

girlfriend. He knows that he is slowly losing his grandmother to Alzheimer’s. And he knows that 

his boyfriend committed suicide last year. 

 

What Henry doesn’t know is why the aliens chose to abduct him when he was thirteen, and he 

doesn’t know why they continue to steal him from his bed and take him aboard their ship. He 

doesn’t know why the world is going to end or why the aliens have offered him the opportunity 

to avert the impending disaster by pressing a big red button.  

 

But they have. And they’ve only given him 144 days to make up his mind. 

 

The question is whether Henry thinks the world is worth saving. That is, until he meets Diego 

Vega, an artist with a secret past who forces Henry to question his beliefs, his place in the 



universe, and whether any of it really matters. But before Henry can save the world, he’s got to 

figure out how to save himself, and the aliens haven’t given him a button for that.  

19. When We Collided by Emery Lord 

We are seventeen and shattered and still dancing. We have messy, throbbing hearts, and we are 

stronger than anyone could ever know… 

 

Jonah never thought a girl like Vivi would come along. 

 

Vivi didn’t know Jonah would light up her world. 

 

Neither of them expected a summer like this…a summer that would rewrite their futures. 

 

In an unflinching story about new love, old wounds, and forces beyond our control, two teens 

find that when you collide with the right person at just the right time, it will change you forever.  

20. Wolf By Wolf by Ryan Graudin  

The year is 1956, and the Axis powers of the Third Reich and Imperial Japan rule. To 

commemorate their Great Victory, Hitler and Emperor Hirohito host the Axis Tour: an annual 

motorcycle race across their conjoined continents. The victor is awarded an audience with the 

highly reclusive Adolf Hitler at the Victor’s Ball in Tokyo. 

 

Yael, a former death camp prisoner, has witnessed too much suffering, and the five wolves 

tattooed on her arm are a constant reminder of the loved ones she lost. The resistance has 

given Yael one goal: Win the race and kill Hitler. A survivor of painful human experimentation, 

Yael has the power to skinshift and must complete her mission by impersonating last year’s only 

female racer, Adele Wolfe. This deception becomes more difficult when Felix, Adele twin’s 

brother, and Luka, her former love interest, enter the race and watch Yael’s every move. 

 

But as Yael grows closer to the other competitors, can she bring herself to be as ruthless as she 

needs to be to avoid discovery and complete her mission? 

 

From the author of The Walled City comes a fast-paced and innovative novel that will leave you 

breathless.  

 

 

*All plot summaries were taken from www.goodreads.com  

http://www.goodreads.com/

